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TRUMP AGAIN 
CRITICAL OF THE 
FBI'S LEADERSHIP 


President Donald Trump 
calls the agency's han- 
dling of the Hillary Clinton 
email investigation “really 


|" 


disgraceful” and says that 
“you have a lot of very angry 
people that are seeing it.” 
He then lavishes praise 

on graduates of the FBI 
National Academy program 
saying he’s “more loyal than 
anyone else could be” to 
police. Nation, 2A 


Smiley’s show in 
Tampa is canceled 


Tavis Smiley, who is facing 
sexual misconduct allega- 
tions, was scheduled to 
bring a theatrical tour about 
the death of the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. to the Straz 
Center. Etc, 2B 


Manafort allowed 
to live in Florida 


Ajudge approves a bail 
package for former Trump 
campaign manager Paul 
Manafort that will allow him 
to reside at his home in Palm 
Beach Gardens. Nation, 2A 


Cat sanctuary 
forced to close 


The owner of the Naples Cat 
Sanctuary estimates that 
dozens of her residents have 
been killed by Florida pan- 
thers. Local, 1B 


No friction with 
Bucs QB, coach 


Offensive coordinator Todd 
Monken said that reports 
of issues between Jameis 
Winston and Dirk Koetter 
are untrue. Sports, 1C 


Top 10 restaurant 
chains ranked 


Which is better, Red 
Lobster or Cracker Barrel? 
The Washington Post's res- 
taurant critic ate three times 
at each of the top 10 full- 
service restaurant chains 

in America and ranks them 
from last to first. He also 
tells you what's good — and 
what's not — at each. Find it 
at bit.ly/chainsranked. 


» 
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DAVID SANTIAGO | Miami Herald 


Lori Jones, 65, and boyfriend Kim Kenney, 68, live in a tent next to their trailer and all their possessions in the Avenues 
of Big Pine Key. After four FEMA inspections, they weren't offered a trailer, rental assistance or hotel vouchers. 


Irma’s leenetation 


upends life in Keys 


Unable to rebuild, many people of modest means are fleeing. 


BY ALEX HARRIS 
Miami Herald 

After Hurricane Irma swept through 
the Florida Keys, many residents were 
cautiously optimistic: Key West, the big- 
gest tourist draw and economic engine, 
had survived with minimal damage. 

The hope was for a fast return to nor- 
mal, and that’s largely what has happened 
in the city at Mile Marker Zero. Cruise 
ships are back, the annual keystone event, 
Fantasy Fest, was a hit, and swarms of 
visitors are gradually returning to critical 
mass for Mallory Square sunsets. 

But three months after Irma, the big- 
gest loss of the powerful Category 4 storm 
is becoming clear. Affordable housing, in 
short supply in the Keys for decades, has 
pretty much gone with the wind. 

The storm tore through Big Pine Key 
and Cudjoe Key — the heart of working- 
class housing — with particular ferocity. 
Mobile homes and inexpensive and tech- 
nically illegal first-floor apartments were 
wiped off the map. Many other existing 
rental homes will take thousands of dol- 
lars or more to repair, and when they 
come back on the market, it will likely be 


BY JIM TURNER 


at a higher price. 

“People are leaving in droves,” said 
Debby Zutant, a bartender at Coconuts 
Bar in Big Pine Key. “This is going to 
change the face of the Keys forever.” 

As of last month, the Federal Emergen- 


EVE EDELHEIT | Times 
Debris from Hurricane Irma is scattered everywhere Sept. 29 in a 
neighborhood called the Avenues of Big Pine Key, 30 miles east of Key West. 


cy Management Agency estimates that 
more than 1,800 homes were destroyed. 
Nearly 3,000 more had major damage, 
displacing tens of thousands of people. 

FEMA trailers are starting to appear, 
» See KEYS, 5A 


New worry: hurricane letdown 


A former FEMA chief warns Florida to prepare for more intense storms. 
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“We're seeing 
intensifica- 
tions of 
rainfall 
events,” Craig 
Fugate says. 


News Service of Florida 


TALLAHASSEE — Many Hur- 
ricane Irma evacuees say they’re 
apprehensive about packing up 
and leaving their homes again 
because forecast models failed to 
match the final track of the Sep- 
tember storm. 

That is worrisome to Craig 
Fugate, a former director of the 
Federal Emergency Management 


Agency and the Florida Division of 
Emergency Management, includ- 
ing during the state’s devastating 
2004 and 2005 hurricane seasons. 

Fugate said this week that Flo- 
ridians must brace for storms that 
will be stronger, have longer peri- 
ods at top speeds and bring more 
rain than in the past because of 
the changing climate. 

Fugate, who addressed report- 
ers during a conference call hosted 


by the National Hurricane Sur- 
vival Initiative about a new web- 
site and year-round awareness 
campaign titled “Get Ready, Flor- 
ida!,” said people are expecting a 
level of forecasting that “isn’t there 
yet.” 

Instead, he said, people should 
continue to anticipate some uncer- 
tainty in forecasting. 

“If we knew exactly where it 
» See HURRICANES, 5A 
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Tax bill 
tweak 
sways 
Rubio 


GOP support may be 
strong enough to get 
the $1.5 trillion tax 
cut passed next week. 


New York Times 

WASHINGTON — Repub- 
lican lawmakers on Friday 
secured enough votes to pass 
the most sweeping tax overhaul 
in decades, putting them on the 
cusp of their first significant 
legislative victory this year as 
party leaders geared up to pass 
a $1.5 trillion tax cut along party 
lines and send it to President 
Donald Trump by Christmas. 

A day after the bill’s fate 
seemed somewhat in doubt, 
Republican leaders notched 
two wins Friday, when Sen. 
Marco Rubio, 
R-Fla., said he 
would vote yes 
after winning 
a more gener- 
ous child tax 
credit in the 
final bill and 
Sen. Bob Cork- 
er, R-Tenn., Sen. Marco 
who voted Rubio, R-Fla., 
against the pushed fora 
initial Senate bigger child 
bill over defi- tax credit. 
cit concerns, 
said he would support the leg- 
islation despite the cost of the 
tax cuts. 

On Friday, as Republicans 
released details about the 
final bill, it became clear that 
the agreement would provide 
deep and long-standing tax 
cuts for businesses, while pro- 
viding slightly more generous 
tax breaks to low- and middle- 
income Americans by reduc- 
ing some benefits for higher 
earners. 

New details from the text 
show that lawmakers offset 
last-minute changes to the bill 
— such as eliminating the cor- 
porate alternative minimum tax 
and lowering the top individual 
tax rate to 37 percent from 
39.6 percent today — through 
slight adjustments, not sweep- 
ing changes. It was still unclear 
how they were going to pay for 
the entire package, which can 
add no more than $1.5 trillion 
» See TAX PLAN, 3A 


Highlights 
of the bill 


e It retains the current num- 
ber of tax brackets, seven, 
but changes them. 


e It doubles per-child tax 
credit to $2,000 for families 
making up to $400,000 a 
year. Up to $1,400 of the 
$2,000 credit is available as 
a tax refund to lower- and 
middle-income families with 
relatively small tax bills. 


eè It slashes the current 35 
percent corporate tax rate to 
21 percent starting Jan.1. 


More details, 3A 


Pigs flash personality to lift spirits 


Hospital therapy, once mainly dogs’ domain, also includes horses playing the role of unicorns. 


BY JUSTINE GRIFFIN 
Times Staff Writer 

Shrieks of laughter echoed off 
the walls of the hospital as Thun- 
der the mini pig flopped onto his 
side and the children huddled 
around him, scratching his pink, 
hairy belly. 

He and his wet-nosed part- 
ner, Bolt, drew patients in wheel- 
chairs and bandages, and even 
a few doctors in white coats 
and scrubs to the Rose Garden 


Christmas tree area at Tampa 
General Hospital for a few min- 
utes of cheer Friday. 

The 10-month-old miniature 
pigs are some of the many ther- 
apy animals spreading smiles at 
Tampa Bay area hospitals this 
holiday season. 

The day before, Spirit the Uni- 
corn, a white miniature horse 
that wears a horn, his own set of 
tennis shoes and a diaper, went 
room to room in the halls of 


Tampa General. 

It started with dogs, which 
have been used for therapy in 
a variety of ways for years. Lab- 
radors and golden retrievers 
undergo rigorous training to be 
service dogs to aid people with 
disabilities. In addition, dogs can 
serve as emotional therapy ani- 
mals, helping victims through 
trauma, or therapy dogs at hos- 
pitals, nursing homes and at 
schools. But the interest and pop- 


ularity of therapy animals has 
grown to include horses, pigs, 
rats, cats, guinea pigs and even 
llamas. 

“Our pigs are therapy animals, 
not service animals, which means 
they can visit places like hospi- 
tals or schools for a friendly visit,” 
explained Heather Barrow, who 
along with her 10-year-old daugh- 
ter, Claire, travels with the pigs 
across the area for therapy trips. 
» See THERAPY, 4A 


ALESSANDRA DA PRA | Times 
Claire Barrow, 10, of Tampa looks at her therapy pigs Thunder, 
left, and Bolt, who visited Tampa General Hospital on Friday. 


